BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for Tuesday, February 14, 2023 at 7:00 pm   
Hybrid meeting held via ZOOM for public and at the Town Office for SB Members who wish. 

Mr. Donaldson called the meeting to order at 7:02pm with Mr. Collins, Ms. Tudor and Town Administrator Amanda Campbell present. Others in attendance: Finance Director Mary McDonald, Fire Chief Brian Whalen, David & Judie Teller, Dave Polito, Alison Freeman, Bob Trabona, Aria Eee, Meg McDiarmid
Public comment:  Aria Eee reported that the Recreation Committee and Age Friendly Georgetown are coordinating on some school vacation and other activities.
Items to be added to agenda (if approved by chair and board): 

Ms. Tudor – correspondence


Amanda – minutes & Road Commissioner request
Scheduled appointments: Fire Chief Brian Whalen - following the completion of regular business

Chief Whalen joined the Board to continue the discussion regarding Board expectations of the Fire Chief. Mr. Donaldson presented a lengthy list of items and questions for consideration and encouraged Chief Whalen to continue to ask his own questions and utilize the many resources available to him and the GVFD. 
Minutes:  On motion, the Board voted to approve meeting minutes of January 24.
Review: building permit listing; hauling/tipping, warrant will be available Tuesday
Assessing items: Farmland application for Winne, Luke & Mandy (03R-033-A). Action: After review, Ms. Tudor made the motion to approve the application. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0. 
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  Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Department – January Incident Report
  Sagadahoc County EMA – notice of MGT-403V Virtual training

  Maine DECD – Notice of Agency Rulemaking (LD 2003 now known as PL2001 / CH672)

  Brann & Isaacson – First Amendment Audits memo for clients

  Central Maine Power – Customer notice regarding increased standard supply offer

  Central Maine Power – info from Key Account Manager Patrick Voit w/info about company initiatives and programs

  Midcoast Humane – 2023/24 fee ($1576.42 – sent to the FAC – contract will come in June)

  Bath Area Seniors – funding request ($900 – sent to the FAC)

  Patten Free Libray – funding request ($21,805 – sent to FAC)

  Resident letter regarding the Transfer Station

Added: Email from residents regarding COLA increase and additional email regarding the transfer station

Action: Items forwarded, filed or recycled as appropriate.
Other Correspondence: GVFD February Newsletter/Project List & Article from Principal Willette about the GCS after school programs
Continuing items:
  Receipts for pumping: Bartlett, Margaret (01U-031, 4 Bradford Path)
  Maine Waste Discharge License renewal / transfer applications: Champ, Christine (13U-050, 12 Saddler’s Cove); Back River Realty (13U-050-A & 051, 10-11-14 Saddler’s Cove); Piccolo Pensione, LLC (01U-013, 38 First Beach)
  Maine Waste Discharge License approvals: None
  PBR/NRPA: None
Committee Updates:

  Minutes: Planning Board 18 January, Recreation 3 January, Conservation Commission 9 January (added)
  Membership: New application for Recreation Committee, Pamela Gunnell
  Liaison Updates: Ms. Tudor summarized several Conservation Commission events and activites, possible ordinance discussions with the Solid Waste Committee and invited everyone to attend the zoom presentation regarding the Community Action Grant the Town received for an energy audit of municipal buildings. In addition, Finance Director Mary McDonald reported that foreclosure notices for seven real estate accounts have been mailed; the First Church operating line will be overspent, likely due to usage of the dehumidifier; the Town auditor, Purdy Powers, has announced that they will no longer be bidding for our account. 
Board Member Updates:
  Mr. Donaldson: None
  Mr. Collins: Memo to Board members regarding Route #127
  Ms. Tudor: Memo to Board members regarding personnel
Old Continuing Business:  
  Broadband – Updates from Terry
  First Church – New Congressional Discretionary Spending information coming out
  ARP$$ - None
Old Business: None    
New Business:
  Proposal from Bernstein-Shur for review. Action: After a review of legal counsel proposals and discussion, Ms. Tudor made the motion to accept the proposal from Preti-Flaherty and contact their office for next steps. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0. 
  Snow Plow Contract Extension. Action: After review, Ms. Tudor requested that language be added to specify a timeframe within which any price increase would occur to trigger the fuel acceleration clause. Contract will be readdressed at the next meeting.
Added – Request from Road Commissioner Charlie Collins. Action: Due to the continued fluctuation in temperature, Mr. Collins has requested that the Board vote to support his decision to post the roads. This is an earlier timeframe than usual. Selectman Collins recused himself from discussion and vote. Ms. Tudor made the motion to support this request. Motion seconded by Mr. Donaldson and approved 2-0.

Town Meeting 2023:
  Review COLA. Action: After much discussion and comments from Finance Director Mary McDonald, Mr. Donaldson made the motion to approve an 8% COLA increase for the 2023-24 budget. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0. The Board reserved the right to revisit this figure further on during the budget process.
  Stipend positions. Action: Noted 
  Ordinances for review: Waterways & Harbors and TOPMB. Action: After review, Ms. Tudor made the motion to approve proposed amendments to the TOPMB ordinance and send it directly to the Ordinance Hearing. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0. After discussion, Mr. Collins made the motion to send the Waterways and Harbor ordinance to legal counsel for review prior to the hearing. 
  Fee schedule discussion. Action: The Board and Finance Director Mary McDonald discussed the pros and cons of a fee schedule that would separate fees from ordinances. Mary has done some initial investigation. Amanda will contact MMA legal to determine if an ordinance governing such a schedule is required. 
Other items / updates: None
Items For Signature: Farmland application. Action: Signed
Public comment: Bob Trabona commented on the several safety concerns surrounding the return of the Stellar Sea Eagle, the implications of the passage of LD2003, confirmation of the COLA rate for the FAC and the ice issues on Route 127.
Executive Session: Under 1 MRSA §405(6). Action: None needed
On motion, the Board voted to adjourn at 8:48pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda Campbell, Town Administrator
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