BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 7:00 pm  
Hybrid meeting held via ZOOM for public and at the Town Office for SB Members who wish. 
Mr. Donaldson called the meeting to order at 7:01pm with Mr. Collins, Ms. Tudor and Town Administrator Amanda Campbell present. Others in attendance: Mary McDonald, Finance Director; Chris Wilcoxson, CEO; Brian Whalen, Fire Chief; Allison Helper, State Representative; and the following members of the public – Bob Trabona, Alison Freeman, Dave Polito, Dave & Judie Teller. Terry & Susan Taylor, Meg McDiarmid, Aria Eee
Public comment:  None
Items to be added to agenda (if approved by chair and board): 
   Mr. Donaldson – update on policy research (Old Business)
Scheduled appointments: Representative Allison Hepler at 7:15 to discuss the Legislative Session and your concerns.
Representative Hepler joined the Board to discuss upcoming legislation that may impact municipalities. Currently there is much discussion surrounding the recently passed LD2003 (affordable housing bill), LD290 (tax stabilization bill) and short term rentals. Allison is also introducing a bill to address the bottle redemption crisis and is also submitting a bill, in coordination with MMA, to delay the implementation of LD2003 to July 1, 2025. Ms. Tudor expressed concerns about the impact of short term rentals on local infrastructure. Amanda and Mary shared a short list of concerns including COVID impacts on real estate transactions and the ultimate impact on our sales ratio; asking DOT to include Route 127 in their next work plan, specifically the sections of ice buildup around Bay Point, Harrington Hill and Seguinland Road; either increasing the value of the Veteran’s Exemption or lowering the eligible age, or both; questioning the rationale behind the continued blockage of response by first responders who haven’t received the COVID vaccine.  
Minutes:  On motion, the Board voted to approve meeting minutes of January 10.
Review: building permit listing; hauling/tipping, warrant will be available Tuesday
Assessing items: None
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  USCG First District – Marine Safety Information Bulletin (forwarded to the Harbormaster)

  MMA – Annual update and membership dues

  Big Brothers Big Sisters – thank you for funding

  Bernstein Shur – client alert re: “First Amendment Audits” (just FYI)

  Copy Shop – notice of combination with Lincoln County Publishing Co.  
Other Correspondence: None
Continuing items:
  Receipts for pumping: None
  Maine Waste Discharge License renewal / transfer applications: Sonderman (13U-052, 8 Saddler’s Cove Lane)
  Maine Waste Discharge License approvals: 
  PBR/NRPA: None
Committee Updates:

  Minutes: Recreation 6 December; Solid Waste 8 December, Planning Board 4 January
  Membership: None
  Liaison Updates:  Mr. Donaldson reported that the Planning Board is reviewing a permit for a rebuild on a non-conforming lot of record on Indian Point and are reviewing ordinances to allow for compliance with the implementation of LD2003 and potentially addressing short term rentals. Ms. Tudor reported that the Conservation Commission’s potluck has been postponed. Ms. Tudor also requested that any proposed ordinance amendments already received should be reviewed at the next meeting. Fire Chief Brian Whalen provided the Board with a memo prior to the meeting and updated them on items regarding personnel, equipment, facilities and future plans. 
Board Member Updates:
  Mr. Donaldson: None
  Mr. Collins: None
  Ms. Tudor: None
Old Continuing Business:  
  Broadband – Updates from Carlos and Terry
  First Church – None
  ARP$$ - None
Old Business: 
  Blueberry Hill septic violation update. Action: noted
  Appointment of Brian Whalen as Forest Warden. Action: Ms. Tudor made the motion to appoint Brian Whalen as Forest Warden. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0.
  Spirit of America 2023. Action: Mr. Donaldson made the motion to name Georgetown Broadband, LLC as Georgetown’s 2023 Spirit of America Tribute award. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0

  Added – Policy research. Action:  Ms. Tudor reported that there was no update at this time.
New Business:
  Proposal from Preti-Flaherty for review. Action: noted – at least one more coming to review
  Age Friendly cooperative emergency statement. Action: Mr. Donaldson summarized a meeting that included members of local organizations who are concerned about community members who may struggle with communication during times of emergency. The Town Office, Selectboard, Georgetown Community Center, Age Friendly Georgetown, Fire Department and Second Baptist Church were represented in the initial discussion. A statement was provided for the Board to review that could be published by all those organizations. This initiative does not require Town implementation, but requests Town approval. After review and discussion, Ms. Tudor made the motion to approve an edited and reduced version of the statement for dissemination. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0.
Town Meeting 2023:
  Review COLA. Action: Ms. Tudor made the motion to approve an 8% COLA increase for employees (excepting those with stipends and the first responders, whose wage is based on minimum wage). Motion seconded by Mr. Collins. Further discussion included what the difference to the budget would be if the COLA were a 10% increase, what is fair to Town employees as an across-the-board increase, are there any positions that need specific attention outside of an across the board increase and how does our local increase compare to federal increases. Ultimately the motion was tabled for further discussion at the 2/14 meeting. 
Other items / updates: None
Items For Signature: Appointment paperwork. Action: Signed
Public comment: Judie and Dave Teller questioned the process of applying COLA as salary increases. 
Executive Session: Under 1 MRSA §405(6). Action: none needed
On motion, the Board voted to adjourn at 8:45pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Amanda Campbell, Town Administrator 
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