BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for Tuesday, March 28, 2023 at 7:00 pm   
Hybrid meeting held via ZOOM for public and at the Town Office for SB Members who wish. 

Mr. Donaldson called the meeting to order at 7:02pm with Mr. Collins, Ms. Tudor and Town Administrator Amanda Campbell present. Others in attendance: Geoff Birdsall, Alison Freeman, Kristin Malin, Brian Whalen, Judie & Dave Teller, Aria Eee, Meg McDiarmid, Bob Trabona, Stephen Mace, Terry Taylor, Woody Hanstein, Kristin Collins
Public comment:  None
Items to be added to agenda (if approved by chair and board): None
Public Hearing: Class I Restaurant malt, spiritous and vinous liquor license – The Osprey

On motion, the Board voted to open the hearing at 7:03pm and hearing no discussion, voted, on motion to close the hearing. Mr. Donaldson made the motion to approve and sign the license. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0.
Scheduled appointments: Kristin Collins, Preti-Flaherty – Meet, Greet & Welcome 

The Board welcomed new town attorney, Kristin Collins from Preti-Flaherty, and discussed several items.
Minutes:  On motion, the Board voted to approve meeting minutes of March 16, as amended. 
Review: building permit listing; hauling/tipping, warrant will be available next Tuesday
Assessing items: None
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  Dept. of Motor Vehicles – memo regarding recent audit and policy recommendation. Action: Ms. Tudor suggested adding the language to the internal controls policy to satisfy the department for future audits, recognizing that there are issues with the process.
  Bureau of Parks & Lands – Submerged Lands application for CC cable to Malden & comments from the Harbormaster

  Maine’s Sustainable Forestry Initiative – 2022 progress report

  Sweetser 2023 Report

  Flying Point Road donation funds total update

Action: Items filed, forwarded or recycled as appropriate.
Other Correspondence: None
Continuing items:
  Receipts for pumping: None
  Maine Waste Discharge License renewal / transfer applications: None
  Maine Waste Discharge License approvals: None 
  PBR/NRPA: None
Committee Updates:

  Minutes: Recreation Committee 7 February
  Membership: None
  Liaison Updates: Mr. Donaldson reported that the Planning Board is holding a site visit for the new tower site and the TOPMB will be requesting usage of reserve funds for repairs to the wharf. Ms. Tudor reported that the Conservation Commission will hold their regular meeting next week and the grant committee will also be reviewing RFP’s next week. The Solid Waste Committee is working on ordinance definitions and a procedure to accommodate residents needing assistance with waste disposal.
Board Member Updates:
  Mr. Donaldson: Reported on conversations held with Woolwich Select Board members regarding meetings about a potential proposal to combine emergency services. He voiced concerns that these conversations were not brought to this Board before any discussion was held. 
  Mr. Collins: His team has begun cleaning up the blown down trees from the last storm. 
  Ms. Tudor: None.
Old Continuing Business:  
  Broadband – Updates from Terry 
  First Church – None
  ARP$$ - Notice from US Treasury regarding first reporting period (by 4/30/2023)
Old Business: 
  GVFD Warrant Article request and correspondence. Action: Ms. Tudor made the motion to table this discussion and incorporate it into the budget discussions as the decision is not only about unexpended Fire Department funds, but also about what the reserve fund should look like and how much should be maintained. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0.
New Business:
  Reserve fund request from the TOPMB. Action: Ms. Tudor made the motion to approve the request, not to exceed $15K in funds from the Wharf Rebuild Reserve Fund. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0.
  Harbormaster update regarding derelict sailboat on Long Island. Action: Woody Hanstein offered background information on the S/V Whisper, which is currently on the rocks of Long Island at low tide and submerged at high tide. Woody has also drafted a letter to the State requesting that the vessel be declared abandoned and derelict. It is unclear at this time how and/or who is responsible for its removal. Mr. Birdsall recollected a previous similar situation with a vessel that had sunk in Robinhood Cove and suggested that the State is responsible for anything to do with the vessel and that the Town should do nothing. Amanda will research how the previous vessel was handled and report back.
Town Meeting 2023:
  Draft budget document – please forward comments to Bob AND Mary before Monday 4/3/23 – the FAC will have a revised working draft for the 4/11 meeting with plans for a final draft at the 4/25 meeting. Action: Noted
  Fee schedule – Amanda & Mary are working through the ordinances with updates. Action: Noted
Other items / updates: None
Items For Signature: Liquor license. Action: Signed
Public comment: Aria reminded folks to complete the Recreation Committees online survey, requested nominations for the 2023 Citizen of the Year and invited folks to attend the Get to Know Your Neighbor Party of April 30th. Chief Whalen disagreed with Mr. Donaldson’s explanation of events and clarified that the Woolwich EMS Chief is investigating possible options to help Woolwich’s department. There were no meetings with the Woolwich Select Board and it was never discussed or implied to Chief Whalen that Woolwich wished to take over Georgetown EMS. 
Executive Session: Under 1 MRSA §405(6)(a) Personnel
On motion the Board voted to enter Executive Session at 8:20pm.

On motion the Board voted to end Executive Session at 8:30pm.

Mr. Donaldson made the motion to take action on the personnel matter discussed. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 2-0. Ms. Tudor abstained. 

On motion, the Board voted to adjourn at 8:31pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda Campbell, Town Administrator
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