BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for Tuesday, May 9, 2023 at 7:00 pm   
Hybrid meeting held via ZOOM for public and at the Town Office for SB Members who wish. 

Mr. Donaldson called the meeting to order at 7:01pm with Mr. Collins, Ms. Tudor and Town Administrator Amanda Campbell present. Others in attendance: Finance Director Mary McDonald, Judie & David Teller, Kathy and Jim Cecero, Dave Polito, Anthony Cecero, Kim Cecero Brown, Bob Trabona, Julie Pankey, Aria Eee, Alison Freeman, Terry Taylor, Mike & Meg McDiarmid, Jenn Dobranksy, Chris Wilcoxson, Brian Whalen
Public comment:  Kathy Cecero stated her reasons for attending the meeting and her hopes that the Board would grant permission to install underground utilities on the Jewett Road. Dave Polito expressed support for the Ceceros and stated concerns about the protocols of public comment during meetings. Anthony Cecero also expressed support.
Items to be added to agenda (if approved by chair and board): None
Scheduled appointments: None
Minutes:  On motion the Board voted to approve meeting minutes of April 25.
Review: building permit listing; hauling/tipping, warrant will be available next Tuesday
Assessing items: Open Space renewal application (Chowanoke Partners, LLC – 06R-045/45A). 

Action: Ms. Tudor made the motion to approve the renewal application. Motion seconded by Mr.         Donaldson and approved 3-0.

                               Personal Property Tax declarations - various 
  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Correspondence:
  Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Department – April Incident Report
  MMEHT – Spring 2023 Wellness Works newsletter

  Main Street Bath – 2023 Heritage Days parade invitation

  Patten Free Library – program summary from 2021-22
  Letter of Candidacy Withdrawal from Diane Morin
  Letter from Lisa Reece regarding street light
Other Correspondence: GVFD May Newsletter, HR Certificate for Mary, PPH Article
Continuing items:
  Receipts for pumping: None
  Maine Waste Discharge License renewal / transfer applications: None
  Maine Waste Discharge License approvals: None 
  PBR/NRPA: None
Committee Updates:

  Minutes: Conservation Commission 13 March & 10 April; Recreation Committee 7 March, 4 April
  Membership: None
  Liaison Updates: Ms. Tudor provided updates regarding the Community Action Grant work and a summer potluck being held by the Conservation Commission on August 19th.
Board Member Updates:
  Mr. Donaldson: None.
  Mr. Collins: The road crews have been working on storm cleanup. 
  Ms. Tudor: None.
Old Continuing Business:  
  Broadband – None
  First Church – None
  ARP$$ - None
Old Business: 
  S/V Whisper – response and action from the Bureau of Submerged Lands & request for $2K from SB contingency for removal. Action: After discussion, Mr. Donaldson made the motion to approve removal of the vessel by Maine Maritime Services and to use funds from the Selectmen’s Contingency, in an amount not to exceed $2,000 and contingent upon the vessel floating at the time it is released from the ledge. Motion seconded by Ms. Tudor and approved 3-0.
New Business:
  Request from Kathy Cecero to install utilities under Jewett Road. Action: Kathy Cecero restated her reasons for attending the meeting and provided historical data making the request necessary. Mr. Donaldson explained that at this time the Select Board was unable to give said permission and that the Board was waiting on further instruction from legal counsel on the procedure for opening the Town right of way. Kathy explained that this project was time sensitive. Ms. Tudor acknowledged the Cecero’s frustration with the process but agreed that the Board could do nothing at this time except continue to confer with legal counsel and express the time sensitivity of the situation.
  Request from Plumbing Inspector, Chris Wilcoxson. Action: Chris shared concerns regarding a partially complete septic installation on Bay Point and expressed his wish to speak with legal counsel to confirm the process for enforcing violations. The Board agreed that enforcement and legal consult was appropriate.
  Insurance request from Amanda & Mary. Action: Amanda and Mary met with a representative from MMA Risk Management regarding the possibility of switching to them for the Town’s property/casualty/liability insurance and requested permission to do so. After discussion, Ms. Tudor made the motion to approve the switch. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0.
  Town Administrator position advertisement for approval & hiring process. Action: The Board reviewed and, on motion, approved language for the job posting and agreed that posting it to the MMA Job Board and through the managers email list was appropriate. Ms. Tudor suggested that once any applications are received that the entire Board should be part of the review and interview process. A series of questions to be asked of each candidate will be created. The listing will direct application materials be sent to Mary’s email address, to the attention of Ms. Tudor. Mr. Donaldson stated that the start date will have an impact on the budget, regardless of if that is before or after the end of the fiscal year. That has been addressed in the 23-24 budget. 
Town Meeting 2023:
  Building Permit & Minimum Lot Size ordinance for approval; Shellfish from legal for approval; Shoreland zoning from PB for approval; Budget for hearing approval; Moderator confirmed; Gym usage confirmed for election and Town Meeting.

Action: Mr. Donaldson made the motion to approve the amendments of all four ordinances for the hearing, Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0. Mr. Donaldson also made the motion to approve the budget document for the hearing. Motion seconded by Mr. Collins and approved 3-0. 
Other items / updates: None
Items For Signature: Open Space Application
Public comment: David Teller expressed concern over the decision to fund the removal of the S/V Whisper. Aria Eee reminded everyone of the Recreation Committee’s Sea Kayak event on 27 May and reported that eleven students are signed up for a May swim session at the YMCA. Kathy Cecero expressed additional questions and requested that the Board review the documents she brought.
Executive Session: Under 1 MRS §405(6)(a) Personnel (ACO)

On motion the Board voted to enter Executive Session at 8:11pm


On motion, the Board voted to exit Executive Session at 8:33pm.

Action: On motion, the Board voted to conduct an ACO interview and to continue research into a collaborative ACO effort with the City of Bath.
On motion, the Board voted to adjourn at 8:33pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Amanda Campbell, Town Administrator
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