
GEORGETOWN SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Minutes: January 18, 2024
via zoom
This is a workshop meeting to draft amendments to the Solid Waste Disposal Ordinance. No other solid waste management business will be discussed. The Committee members agreed to devote approximately one hour to discussion of the draft amendments. 
PRESENT: 

Karren Cowing, Alison Freeman, Ole Jaeger, David Polito, Sharon Trabona, Jim Coombs, Transfer Station manager, Bronwen Tudor, Selectman representative, and Miles Epstein, member of the public.
ORDINANCE:

Alison Freeman presented a draft of amendments to the current Solid Waste Disposal Ordinance.  She color-coded the sections of the amendments and suggested the Committee address first, the orange sections, and then red amendments. Only if the Committee reaches agreement on the orange and red sections, will the purple/blue amendments will be reviewed.
The first amendment (orange highlighted section) is a revision in Section 3 Definitions for “Attendant”. The Committee was asked by the Select Board to amend the definition to differentiate between an Attendant and the Transfer Station Manager. Alison noted she used the previous definition combined with language from the position descriptions that define each job. The new definitions are for “Transfer Station Manager or designee” and “Transfer Station Attendant”. Jim asked if he needed to designate someone in writing. Alison said no. Jim said there is a chain of command among the attendants so he does not need to designate who is in charge when he is not there. Also, under Section 5 Georgetown Transfer Station, D “Attendant” was changed to “Transfer Station Manager or designee”. Dave moved acceptance of the proposed definitions for Section 3 and the change to “Transfer Station Manager or designee” in Section 5.D. Alison seconded. The motion was passed unanimously. 
The next amendment was also in Section 3 Definitions. The recommended amendment is to replace the term Commercial Hauler with Solid Waste Transporter. Alison explained that the definition is excluding those entities who may require a license and should take the solid waste elsewhere while allowing residents, island caretakers, small businesses, and neighbors helping neighbors. Bronwen said the defining issues are the number of households someone can serve as a transporter and the number of trips that a business can make to the TS each week. After further discussion, Karren Cowing moved using the definition of Solid Waste Transporter as “any person who is required by the State of Maine DEP to be licensed as a transporter of non-hazardous municipal sold waste”. Alison seconded the motion. After more discussion, the Committee members did not vote on the motion. Dave asked Alison if the goal is to allow the concept for a local limited hauler where the current definition does not allow it because any hauling for hire is currently prohibited. Dave asked for a simple chart or representation as to how the proposed definition of Solid Waste Transporter is connected to the goal of excluding from the TS services for hire who haul for multiple households. Alison said she would work on a chart.
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Miles Epstein said the Committee members are really dedicated. From his perspective it might be better to back up and look at the goals of keeping the TS safe and for local residents. He thought big, big loads are not really safe. He wondered if there could be a cap on poundage or number of trips someone could make in a week. Having a camera installed might provide documentation for persons who may be making many trips a week to the TS. 

NEXT MEETING:

Dave moved that Committee will hold a workshop on Thursday, January 25, 2024 at 7:00pm and February 1, 2024 at 7:00pm, if January 25 is not available. Alison seconded the motion. The members voted unanimously to pass the motion.  Karren will contact Tyler Washburn to post the workshop for Thursday, January 25, 2024 at 7:00pm (back up date February 1, 2024). 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Thursday, February 8, 2024 at 7:00 PM. 

Alison moved and Dave seconded adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted,

Karren Cowing

Cc: Solid Waste Management Committee members, Selectmen, Town Office

Reuse, and reduce, recycle. 

Remember recycling and discarding less saves tax dollars. 


