SELECT BOARD, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for May 13, 2025 
A RECORDING OF THIS MEETING IS AVAILABLE ON OUR TOWN YOUTUBE CHANNEL. YOU CAN VISIT WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/@GEORGETOWNME TO VIEW THAT RECORDING.

Mr. Collins was in attendance, as were Ms. Tudor and Ms. Eee. The Town Administrator, Harbormaster, and Code Enforcement Officer were also present. Various members of the public attended virtually.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Collins at 7:04 PM, followed by a moment of silence in memory of Jon Teller.

There was no public comment.

The Board added one item to the agenda under New Business: directing the Town Administrator to draft an article for inclusion on the Town Warrant to make the Town Clerk and Tax Collector positions appointed.

The Board held one scheduled appointment with the Harbormaster to seek input on the proposed federal removal of buoys and Arrowsic’s funding request for assistance in removing the Hook, Line, and Sinker. The Harbormaster expressed opposition to the removal of the buoys and stated he would submit comments to the Coast Guard. He also shared that he did not feel Georgetown should help fund the removal from Arrowsic.

On a motion by Ms. Eee, seconded by Ms. Tudor, the Board voted unanimously (3-0) to table the minutes of both the April 22 and May 6 meetings.

The Board received the April financials for review.

The Board addressed the following assessing items:

· On a motion by Ms. Tudor, seconded by Ms. Eee, the Board voted unanimously (3-0) to approve a Veteran’s Exemption for Linda MacGillvary.

· On a motion by Ms. Tudor, seconded by Ms. Eee, the Board voted unanimously (3-0) to accept the Assessing Agent’s recommendation and deny the abatement request from Five I Fuel for Lot 13U-051.

· On a motion by Ms. Eee, seconded by Ms. Tudor, the Board voted unanimously (3-0) to accept the Assessing Agent’s recommendation and approve an abatement request from the Estate of Eugene Reynolds for Lot 03R-036, fully abating the building value.

· On a motion by Ms. Tudor, seconded by Ms. Eee, the Board voted unanimously (3-0) to accept the Assessing Agent’s recommendation and partially approve an abatement request from Susan Hess for Lot 11U-002, reducing the assessed view factor value by $90,000.

· The Town Administrator noted that one additional abatement request from Thomas Burgess had been received and would be addressed at a future Board meeting. He also reported that the abatement request deadline was May 30.

The Board received the following correspondence:

· Maine Department of Labor – Paid Medical Family Leave Bulletin

· Sagadahoc County – County Budget Public Hearing Notice

· Maine Municipal Association – Legislative Bulletin #14

· Maine Municipal Association – Legislative Bulletin #15

· MidCoast Council of Governments – Georgetown Culvert Report (DRAFT)

There were no continuing items.

Board Member / Committee Updates:

· Mr. Collins reported that the Planning Board received many responses to the short-term rental survey and planned to collate the data. He also shared that the TOPMB was discussing replacing rocks at Five Islands with curbing and the placement of a gazebo at the Laura Richards Library.

· Ms. Tudor reported on the Conservation Commission’s excitement over the climate resiliency grant approval, noting potential challenges with federal funding logistics and new reporting requirements. She highlighted strong interest in the upcoming mosquito presentation on May 15, with 70 people signing up. Reporting on the Solid Waste Committee, she noted that the new substitute employee was performing well and described a recent dispute over construction waste disposal rules. While the waste disposal was allowed under current regulations because it was from a citizen rather than a contractor, the Solid Waste Committee unanimously supported revising the ordinance language. The Planning Board, which oversees the ordinance, will consider potential changes in the future.

· Ms. Eee reported on the Recreation Committee's Get to Know Your Neighbor Party held on May 4, celebrating Kathy and Bob Gravino as the 2024 Citizens of the Year. The event was a great success, with approximately 150 to 170 attendees. Thanks were extended to the Recreation Committee and contributions from local businesses, the Georgetown Jammers, The Osprey,  Georgetown General Store, Periwinkle Pies, the Working League, and the GCC for hosting. She also noted that the Working Waterfront Work Group will hold its first meeting on May 20 as a hybrid session. Additionally, she mentioned that the Board of Appeals has not met yet, and the Harbor Committee is still finalizing its next meeting schedule.

The Town Administrator provided brief updates on the following items:

· Mr. Washburn reported that the School Budget Hearing had concluded and the Town Budget Hearing would take place the following evening.

· He discussed the County Budget Hearing, stating that while the formal hearing was brief, there was a lengthy discussion afterward regarding possible regional services and the potential for dividing the County Tax Payment into installments.

· Mr. Washburn noted that the Town Warrant would be ready for the next Select Board Meeting.

· He also reported that Deputy Clerk Farina would be manning the Clerk’s desk later in the week and was working on obtaining necessary BMV training.

· Lastly, he encouraged everyone to attend the upcoming Georgetown Historical Society Exhibition for their 50-Year Anniversary.

Old Business:

· On a motion by Ms. Eee, seconded by Ms. Tudor, the Board voted unanimously (3-0) to direct the Town Administrator to draft and provisionally place a warrant article regarding a proposed easement for a septic system on town land.

New Business:

· On a motion by Ms. Tudor, seconded by Ms. Eee, the Board voted unanimously (3-0) to direct the Town Administrator to draft a letter opposing the possible federal removal of buoys.

· On a motion by Ms. Eee, seconded by Ms. Tudor, the Board voted unanimously to defer action on Arrowsic's request for funding the removal of the Hook, Line, and Sinker.

· On a motion by Ms. Tudor, seconded by Ms. Eee, the Board voted unanimously (3-0) to invite John Cunningham to serve as Moderator for the 2025 Town Meeting.

The following items were available for signature:

· Cemetery Deed for Judith and David Teller (Lot 133A)

· Veterans Exemption

· Various Abatement Applications

There was no public comment.

There was no executive session.

Having transacted all business before it, the meeting adjourned at 8:23 PM.

