SELECT BOARD, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN

Minutes for Tuesday, August 26, 2025 at 6:00 pm   
A RECORDING OF THIS MEETING IS AVAILABLE ON OUR TOWN YOUTUBE CHANNEL. YOU CAN VISIT WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/@GEORGETOWNME TO VIEW THAT RECORDING.
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Tudor at 6:02pm. 
The lone item of public comment came from Alison Freeman who recommended maintaining the current transfer station hours (9:00 AM–4:00 PM year-round). After reviewing traffic footage, she found no evidence that extended hours would reduce congestion. The committee emphasized workforce preference for shorter shifts due to the physical demands of the job.

There were no items added to the agenda. The Town Administrator did share that all pending abatements were likely to be voted on that evening. 
The Board held two Scheduled appointments: 
· 6:05pm – Public Hearing on Liquor License for Robinhood Ventures Ltd – The hearing was opened by Ms. Tudor at 6:05pm. Thomas Burgess expressed opposition. Bob Gravino and Chief Whalen supported renewal, citing quiet operations and community value. There were no additional comments and the hearing was closed. See New Business for action.
· 6:15pm – Meeting with Harbormaster Hanstein – Mr. Hanstein confirmed he is staying in Georgetown. The Board was notified that Mike Farina was appointed Deputy Harbormaster, creating a vacancy on the Harbor Committee. Woody discussed the moorings mapping project and responded to a question from Ms. Tudor about enforcement concerns regarding recreational floats. Responding to a question from Ms. Eee, it was clarified that the Blessing of the Fleet had no Select Board role.
It was moved by Ms. Goodwin, seconded by Ms. Eee, and was voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the minutes of July 8th as revised. 
It was moved by Ms. Goodwin, seconded by Ms. Eee, and was voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the minutes of July 22nd. 
The following items were provided to the Board for review:
· June Hauling Numbers
· July Hauling Numbers
Assessing items: 
· The Board addressed the following abatement applications:
· Burgess Abatement Request (23 Hidden Cove Road, 11R-023-C) – It was moved by Ms. Eee to accept the Assessing Agent’s recommendation and grant an abatement of $45,300; seconded by Ms. Goodwin. Approved unanimously (3-0).

· Pachowsky Abatement Request (2 Bayberry Lane, 09U-001) – It was moved by Ms. Goodwin to accept Assessing Agent’s recommendation and grant an abatement of $33,700; seconded by Ms. Eee. Approved unanimously (3-0).

· AMC Abatement Requests (144 Jewett Road, 01R-009) / (Beal Island, 01R-034)
·  Jewett Road: It was moved by Ms. Tudor to accept the Assessing Agent’s recommendation and approve an abatement of $38,700; seconded by Ms. Goodwin. Approved unanimously (3-0).

·  Beal Island: It was moved by Ms. Goodwin to accept the Assessing Agent’s recommendation and deny the abatement request; seconded by Ms. Eee. Approved unanimously (3-0).

·  J.A. Prior Seguinland (Seguinland Road, 09R-017-A) – It was moved by Ms. Tudor to accept the Assessing Agent’s recommendation and deny the abatement request; seconded by Ms. Goodwin. Approved unanimously (3-0).

· Tsao Abatement Request (36 Lewis Road, 14U-039) – It was moved by Ms. Eee to accept the Assessing Agent’s recommendation and deny the abatement request; seconded by Ms. Goodwin. Approved unanimously (3-0).

· Covino (1319 Five Islands Road, 11U-011) – It was moved by Ms. Goodwin to accept the Assessing Agent’s recommendation and deny the abatement request; seconded by Ms. Eee. Approved unanimously (3-0).
· Headrick (10 Harbor Way, 11U-008) – It was moved by Ms. Tudor to accept the Assessing Agent’s recommendation and approve an abatement of $339,200; seconded by Ms. Eee. Approved unanimously (3-0).

For the full discussion on any of these abatements, including both applicant and Assessing Agent commentary, please visit our Town’s YouTube Channel at www.youtube.com/@GeorgetownME
· The Town Administrator noted that the Town was in receipt of the preliminary state valuation. He reported that the Town was projected to exceed $1 billion in property valuations.
· On a motion from Ms. Tudor, seconded by Ms. Goodwin, the Board voted unanimously to accept the Sagadahoc County Board of Assessment Review’s Report of the Seidman Ledges LLC appeals and forgo any appeal.
The Board was provided with the following items of correspondence:
· State of Maine – Dept. of Transportation – Letter about future bridge repairs

· Maine State Senate – Office of Senator Tepler – Legislative Update
· Maine Municipal Association – Health Trust Update

· Maine Municipal Association – Annual Convention Notice – October 8 & 9
· Patten Free Library – August Events & Calendar
· Georgetown Central School – Job Posting – School Nurse
The Board was updated on the following continuing items: 
· Receipts for pumping:
· Hymel (114 Old Schoolhouse Road, 14U-017)
· PBR / NRPA : 
· Crosby (05R-024) – Notice of Intent to file for Shoreline Stabilization Work 

· Sheehan (05R-032) - Notice of Intent to file for Shoreline Stabilization Work

· Hunter (08U-016) - Notice of Intent to file for Shoreline Stabilization Work
The following Board Member and Committee Updates were provided: 
· Ms. Tudor reported that the Solid Waste Committee was pleased with visibility improvements (vests). She further noted that gate security was a continued issue at the Transfer Station and shared that electronic solutions are being explored. Ms. Tudor also reported on a TOPMB enforcement issue, noting that there are some commercial fishermen using the wharf without paying fees.
· Ms. Eee shared feedback from transfer station staff about discomfort with safety vests and requested that the Solid Waste Committee revisit the issue. Ms. Eee also shared that the Fall Frolic was scheduled for September 20 (rain date: September 27).
· Ms. Goodwin reported that she attended two Planning Board meetings and that one member may be stepping down. She also shared that she met with the Fire Chief and toured the department. Lastly, she shared that the GVFD Spaghetti Supper was scheduled for early October.
The Town Administrator gave an Update on a handful of items. He noted that the clerk’s office had remained open during elections training, ensuring uninterrupted service. Having a Deputy Town Clerk made this possible. He briefly updated on his attendance at the MTMCA conference. Mr. Washburn noted that he met with Senator Collins’ staff at the Community Center to discuss constituent issues. Preparations for the upcoming tax commitment were underway, with deed updates nearly complete. It was also noted that the town office would be closed on Labor Day, while the transfer station would remain open.

The Fire Chief gave an Update and reported that the department had responded to 97 calls since July 1, including 27 EMS and 9 fire-related incidents. Mutual aid was provided to Woolwich for a multi-acre woods fire. Staffing had improved, with new EMTs and ambulance drivers undergoing training. The newly added PDM staff were performing well, ensuring smooth station operations. A community CPR class was held with 18 residents becoming certified. Due to drought conditions, outdoor burning had been prohibited for several weeks, though small, contained campfires were still permitted with caution. Bath EMS had assisted Georgetown twice under the new contract, and the system was functioning as expected.
The Code Enforcement Officer gave an Update on the following items:
· The CEO informed the Board that a holding tank permit application has been submitted for the property at 4 Blueberry Hill. The permit remains pending due to the required installation of a Jazwell seal. Board members were advised of their role in signing the application to proceed.

· The CEO also updated the Board on reports of unauthorized clearing and landscaping activities within the Ipcar Preserve. A meeting of the Conservation Commission is scheduled for September 8, where the cutting would be discussed. The Board discussed potential actions including site restoration, removal of debris, and enforcement measures under applicable timber trespass statutes. It was determined that this item will be revisited at a future meeting. 
Old Business: 
· On a motion from Ms. Tudor, seconded by Ms. Goodwin, it was voted unanimously (3-0) to reappoint Peter Stevens as a Full Member of the Board of Appeals. The term expires at Town Meeting in 2030.
· The Administrator shared that he expected copies of the Town Report to be in house in the month of September. 
New Business:
· On a motion from Ms. Eee, seconded by Ms. Goodwin, it was voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the Liquor License Renewal for Robinhood Ventures Ltd. 
· On a motion by Ms. Tudor, seconded by Ms. Eee, the Board voted unanimously (3-0) to propose four installment payments for the county tax bill, with a minimum of two. 
· On a motion from Ms. Goodwin, seconded by Ms. Eee, it was voted unanimously (3-0) to direct Town Administrator to cast a ballot for the proposed slate of MMA Officers. 
The following items were available for signature: 
· Appointment Certificate for Peter Stevens as a Member of the Board of Appeals 
· Holding Tank Permit for 4 Blueberry Hill (Peterson)
· Various Abatement Certificates
There were no additional public comments. 
There was no Executive Session.
Having transacted all of the business before it, the Board adjourned at 8:25pm.
