
GEORGETOWN SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Minutes: May 8, 2025
via zoom
PRESENT: 

Karren Cowing, Alison Freeman, Ole Jaeger, David Polito, Sharon Trabona, Jim Coombs, Transfer Station manager, Bronwen Tudor, Selectman representative.
MINUTES: 
Alison Freeman moved and Dave Polito seconded acceptance of the minutes, as written. The minutes were approved unanimously. 
FISCAL:
The Committee members reviewed the Year-to-Date (YTD) statement ending on April 30, 2025. The solid waste disposal line item has expended $68,518.83 (60% of the budget). Ole Jaeger noted that the Town had received the Atlantic Recycling Equipment invoice ($1,757.40) for the maintenance on the compactor. Alison will email Mary McDonald, Financial Director, that the Committee has approved payment of the bill. Jim reported that the compactor received a “good bill of health”.
The Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection was held on May 3, 2025. Georgetown residents disposed of 150 units. There were 13 registered residents who did not show up.  Alison shared the HHW amounts that has been disposed of by Georgetown residents over the past several years, showing a large increase the last two years. 

OPERATIONS:
Karren Cowing asked Dave if Dale Savoie is still planning to repair potholes in this fiscal year. Dave will contact Dale on when this will happen.

Jim said it was a busy week at the Transfer Station (TS) preparing for the summer. There were pick-ups of metals, e-waste, and returnables so those materials have been cleared out for a fresh start.

Ole said the Committee should consider changing the protocol for incidents. He thought staff should be gentle with folks to avoid altercations. Instead, he suggested staff take a photo of the vehicle. Jim explained there was a resident who had a building permit and brought his construction debris to the Transfer Station (TS). The staff thought if his project required a building permit then he could not bring the construction debris to the TS. The Town Attorney reviewed the Building/Demolition Permit Ordinance and said the resident was allowed to dispose of construction debris at the TS because the ordinance did not specify if the building permit requires the use of a contractor and the need for a dumpster onsite. The Committee recommended to the Select Board that if a building permit is required, regardless of whether the work is done by a contractor or the homeowner, then the waste must be dealt with privately and not brought to the TS.
There is a new employee who will substitute. 

ORDINANCE:

No ordinance discussion.
OTHER:

Karren will write the solid waste committee portion for the Town Report and send it to Tyler Washburn, Town Administrator as soon as possible.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
There was no public comment.
NEXT MEETING:

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Thursday, June 12, 2025, at 7:00 PM. 

Dave moved and Sharon seconded adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted,

Karren Cowing

Cc: Solid Waste Management Committee members, Selectmen, Town Office

Reuse, and reduce, recycle. 

Remember recycling and discarding less saves tax dollars. 


