

Planning Board of Georgetown Maine
 Minutes of the Meeting of 11, February 2026
Present:
Chairman: 			Bob Trabona
Members: 			Lisa Sabatine, Terry Taylor, David Trigg (alternate), 							Pam Gunnell, 	Rufus Brown			
CEO: 				Mike Field 
Selectboard Representative: 	Katie Goodwin
Public:				
				
Call to order:	

I.  Chairman Bob Trabona called the Planning Board meeting to order at 7:00.

II.  Applications: 

III Minutes:

IV. Old Business:

Short term rentals (STR) The board reviewed the REB Draft Ordinance last addressed on 1/6/26 beginning at section 12 - Definitions. It was suggested there are 2 purposes for the ordinance related to STRs. One is to regulate/protect water resources, promote safety, and insure good neighbors. The second purpose is to address the imminent threat of people coming into the town exclusively for investment purposes. There was discussion about limiting STRs to those who are residents of Georgetown, those that are currently operating as a STR (grandfathered), and those that have been inherited by family and subsequently used as STRs. After significant discussion three proposals were put forth. The members of the Board were each asked to select one and develop a rational as to why that options was chosen. At the next meeting scheduled for 2/19/26 at 1:00 members will be asked to vote on an option and share reasons behind the choice. Options are as follows:   1) Should the townspeople vote to approve, an ordinance will be implemented effective 7/1/26 that requires an owner of a STR register with the town. Any additional dwelling units allowed by state law other than principals units may not be used as a STR. 2)  Should the townspeople vote to approve, an ordinance will be implemented effective 7/1/26 that requires an owner of a STR register with the town. Any additional dwelling units allowed by state law other than principals units may not be used as a STR. The ordinance shall include the operating issues discussed and previously agreed upon by the Board identified in the REB Draft Ordinance. 3) Should the town vote to approve, an ordinance will be implemented effective 7/1/26 that requires an owner of a STR register with the town. Any additional dwelling units allowed by state law other than principal units may not be used as a STR. Included in the ordinance will be the operating issues discussed and previously agreed upon by the Board identified in the REB Draft Ordinance. A moratorium will be placed upon new STRs. In addition to selecting an option, Board members are asked to add/delete from the REB Draft Ordinance any pertinent items related to the choice made. Mike and Katie are invited to make a selection and present their arguments. 




V.  New Business:

The Chair asked that anyone who has a project they’d like to address come to the Board and discuss the idea. If the Board agrees the issue should be pursued, the individual will be encouraged to do so. 

 VI. Other:

VII. Public Comment: 
 
VIII. Adjourn

Terry motioned to adjourn the meeting at 2:32. Lisa seconded the motion. After no additional discussion the motion passed 5-0. 

The Planning Board meets at the Town Office on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm. Other meetings are scheduled and announced, as circumstances require. Members of the public are welcome. A full audio recording is available upon request at the Town Office. The next regular meeting of the Planning Board will be February 18, 2026  at 7pm.

