Georgetown Select Board & Board of Assessors Meeting Minutes
June 9th, 2026 

The Select Board meeting was called to order on June 9 by Chair Eee at 6:31pm. 
The Board observed a moment of silence in memory of Robert “Bob” Ireland and extended condolences to his family. The Board also recognized June celebrations, including local high school graduates, upcoming Georgetown Central School sixth-grade graduates, Fathers’ Day, the Georgetown Central School boat launch scheduled for June 16 at 9:30 a.m., and strong voter turnout on election day.
No public comment was offered at the beginning of the meeting.
The Board discussed a request from Kelly James to add an item of correspondence regarding Planning Board ordinance language and whether state legislation prohibits accessory dwelling units from being used as short-term rentals. The Board clarified that state law does not require such prohibition and that municipalities determine appropriate short-term rental regulations locally.
The lone scheduled appointment was a Board of Assessors’ Meeting with several abatement applications. The Select Board recessed to convene a Board of Assessors meeting at 6:35 pm.
Board of Assessors

The Select Board recessed and opened the Board of Assessors meeting at 6:35 p.m. Town Assessor Bill Van Tuinen reviewed the following abatement applications. Applicants were offered an opportunity to speak, the assessor provided recommendations, and the Board acted as noted below.

· 266 Marrtown Road — Sheehan — Map 05R, Lot 037: The applicant was not present. The Assessor reported that the Todd Bay property includes mud flats at low tide and an unusual configuration with frontage on a small cove. The Assessor recommended an abatement of $251,200. The Board voted unanimously to accept the Assessor’s recommendation and approve the abatement in the amount of $251,200.
· 44 Stevens Lane — Magliozzi Trustees — Account 923, Map 10R, Lot 026: The Assessor reviewed the land and building valuation and explained adjustments to structure classification, year built, waterfront frontage, and topography. Rusty Magliozzi discussed basement/crawl space conditions and lot size, and the Assessor confirmed the recommendation covered both land and building.  The Board voted unanimously to accept the Assessor’s recommendation and approve a $295,800 abatement.
· 120 Jewett Road — Magliozzi Trustees — Account 921, Map 01R, Lot 013: Rusty Magliozzi stated that the property is an existing lot on an unapproved road, approximately 6,000 square feet, ledge, with a roughly 600-square-foot house. The Assessor stated that town records show 0.36 acres and that he did not have documentation confirming the smaller lot size. The Assessor did not recommend an abatement on the current record but was willing to review a survey or legal description. The Board voted unanimously to table the application pending additional documentation intended for assessor review regarding lot size. 
· No Street Address — Magliozzi Trustees — Account 922, Map 09R, Lot 015: The applicant described the six-acre parcel as isolated, surrounded by conservation land, without vehicular or utility access, and usable only for limited purposes such as hunting or camping. The Assessor agreed the property appeared to have no legal access and recommended an abatement of $21,600. The Board voted unanimously to approve the Assessor’s recommendation. 
· 644 Five Islands Road and No Street Address — Witty / Taggart — Map 04R, Lots 015-G and 015: The owners were not present and were comfortable with the Assessor’s recommendation. The Assessor explained that the two lots had been legally merged and approved by the Planning Board, but the merger had not been properly reflected in tax records. The Board voted unanimously to recognize the property as one lot and approve a $114,500 abatement. Account 1269 will survive, and Account 307 will dissolve. 
· No Street Address — Sabatine — Map 06R, Lot 028-1: Lisa Sabatine stated that the lot is split by a private dirt road, with one portion on the Sagadahoc Bay side and the other wet year-round, and that stream, shoreland, and road setbacks limit buildability. The Assessor stated that he visited the lot with Tyler Washburn, and found it very steep and affected by shoreland restrictions, and recommended reducing the land value from $367,000 to $297,500. The Board voted unanimously to accept the Assessor’s recommendation and approve a $69,500 abatement. 
· 21 White Road — Peterson — Map 08R, Lot 019: Stephen Peterson argued that the recent purchase price represented fair market value and that the assessed value exceeded the sales price. The Assessor stated that Georgetown uses a uniform approach to treat similar properties alike, that the property was assessed in line with similar properties in the neighborhood between Harmon’s Harbor and Reid State Park, and that he did not recommend an abatement for the current year. After discussing uniform assessment methodology, recent sales, and appeal options, the Board voted to deny the abatement request based on the Assessor’s recommendation and continued consistency in the Town’s treatment  treating like property alike. 
· 689 Bay Point Road — Walter — Map 02U, Lot 001: Ms. Gravino recused herself from discussion and vote because of a potential financial interest related to an easement on the Walter’s property. The Assessor reviewed dock condition, 2019 purchase price, deeded easements for six parcels, canoe/kayak storage, parking, and dock access. He adjusted the land value by 10% for easement restrictions, adjusted the age of the dock system, added a shed observed on site, and recommended an abatement of $104,300. The applicant discussed the purchase price, easement area, parking areas, and shed location, and the Assessor maintained that the resulting valuation was appropriate. The Board voted two in favor, with one abstention, to approve the Assessor’s recommendation and the $104,300 abatement. 
· 46 Stevens Lane — Magliozzi — Map 10R, Lot 025-A1: Dana Magliozzi stated that the property had been appraised in connection with a divorce and that access is limited and non-transferable. The Assessor stated that access issues are complex and that he could not determine from the current record where permanent deeded access exists versus personal license access. He also did not have confidence in the appraisal as a basis for setting value, and the Board noted their concerns about relying on a two-year-old appraisal. The Board voted unanimously to table the request pending further documentation regarding access and valuation. 
As noted above, the abatements for 120 Jewett Road and 46 Stevens Lane were tabled pending further documentation. Those requests will be addressed at a future meeting. 
The Board of Assessors meeting concluded at 8:07 p.m., and the Select Board meeting reconvened  at 8:07 p.m.
On a motion from Ms. Gravino, seconded by Ms. Goodwin, it was voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the minutes of the May 26th Select Board Meeting. 
Relative to continuing items, there was no substantive discussion regarding receipts for pumping, Maine Waste Discharge License renewal or transfer applications, Maine Waste Discharge License approvals, or PBR/NRPA items.
There were no items for review.
The Board was provided with the following items of correspondence:

· Office of Senator Angus King Jr. – Funding Opportunities, Etc.

· Email from DOT re: Route 127 Project in Arrowsic

· Email from DOT: re Local Roads Update

· Maine Coastal Program – Registration for 2026 Coastal Cleanup

· Email from KELT re: Stream Crossings

· Email from Sandra Jaeger re: Citizen Petition and Town Meeting 
· Notice re: Free childcare available on Town Meeting Day

· Town Office – Informational Sheet re: Potential Change to Select Board Size

The following Board Member and Committee Updates were provided:
· Ms. Gravino reported on the June 3 Planning Board meeting, the June 4 Shellfish Committee meeting, Sagadahoc Bay closures and water quality issues, Conservation Commission water testing preparations, the Ipcar Preserve west parcel boundary survey, and concerns from a resident about parking and safety at Five Islands. Assuming that the resident decides to pursue the parking issue further, the Board supported continued research into parking options, including consultation with legal counsel, the Road Commissioner, the Fire Chief, and affected residents and businesses. 
· Ms. Goodwin reported on a School Board executive session and the hiring of a Pre-K teacher, the Fire Department’s work toward controlled-substance compliance, installation of medication vaults, auxiliary fundraising exceeding $100,000, support for Searsmont fire victims, upcoming EMS trauma training, and Fire Department assistance with the Georgetown Central School walk to Todd’s Landing.
· The Chair reported on the Board of Appeals hearing and decision granting a variance, noting that further Planning Board and possible town land-related steps may be required. The Chair  also discussed the June Jam event, July 4 parade floats, dunk tank volunteers, and continued support for the Town Administrator having one remote workday per week for focused work.
The Town Administrator gave a brief Update:
· Mr. Washburn reported on a leak in the Five Islands fire station roof and possible removal of the bell tower without a bell. Ms. Gravino inquired whether the building was on the Historic Registry and the Administrator noted he would follow up.
· Reviewed Town Meeting preparations, including ballot planning, printed materials, and building capacity questions.

· Mr. Washburn advised that a review of  renewal issue concerning  the ATV access route on Marrtown Road would take place on June 23.
· He reported on election turnout and Town Office hours following election day and noted an upcoming check-in on the Ipcar Preserve tree cutting issue.

No old business was addressed.

The Board addressed the following items of new business:
· Approval of MidCoast Humane Society Contract – On a motion from Ms. Gravino, seconded by Chair Eee, it was voted unanimously to (3-0) to approve the contract.
· Approval of Lincoln County Recycling Contract – On a motion from Ms. Goodwin, seconded by Ms. Gravino, it was voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the Lincoln County contract.
· Approval of Road Closure for Parade July 4th  – On a motion from Chair Eee, seconded by Ms. Goodwin, it was voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the road closure from 1:45pm to 3pm.
· MMA Executive Committee Petition - No action was taken.
Various abatement applications, the MidCoast Humane Society Contract, and Lincoln County Recycling Contract were available for signature.
There were a few items of Public Comment prior to adjournment:

· Rusty Magliozzi asked about Route 127 shoulder width in Arrowsic compared with Georgetown and discussed bicycle passing requirements, road safety, and plowing issues at the end of Jewett Road. The Board explained that Arrowsic had previously paid for wider shoulders and encouraged him to submit a letter regarding his turnaround concerns.
· Clara Evans asked for clarification regarding the school hiring report; the Board clarified that the hire was for a Pre-K teacher. 
· Chief Whalen addressed bicycle passing, explaining that Maine law requires drivers to provide at least three feet when passing bicyclists and advising drivers to be patient and pass only when safe, including crossing the yellow line when it can be done safely.
No executive session was held.
On a motion from Chair Eee, seconded by Ms. Gravino, it was voted unanimously (3-0) to adjourn at 9:01pm.

